President's Letter September 2009
I hope everyone enjoyed the meeting in August. This month's demonstrator will be Al Stirt from
Enosburg Falls, Vermont. The following information was taken from Alan Stirt's web page and
explains his views on woodturning.
I consider myself a "bowl maker" more than a wood turner because, although the turning process
fascinates me, it is the resulting bowl that commands my interest. From the earliest times bowls
have had meanings for people beyond the purely utilitarian. The bowl as vessel has a resonance
deep within the human psyche. I have always thought of each piece that I make as a composition
utilizing elements of pattern, line, weight, texture and form. Even in the most simple pieces I try to
find a harmony of grain and shape. I seek a balance in my work between the dynamic and the
serene. By playing with the tension created by combining the circle's perfection with the energy of
pattern I am trying to make pieces that have life. I use patterns, whether created by grain structure
or organic fluting & carving or repeated geometric shapes, to develop harmony in each of my
pieces. I find myself always looking for a new means of expression within the turned form.
If you have never seen a demo by Al, don't miss this opportunity to experience first hand the
teachings of a master turner. Al will also be one of our feature turners at Unicoi this week.
I hope to see a lot of you at Unicoi this week. Don't forget if you are there on Thursday afternoon
that there is a lot of work to be done in setting up for the turners. The more people to help the easier
and faster it is to get the job done. Don't forget the work that has to be done on Sunday afternoon to
break everything down and clean up the rooms.
Danny

Things of Interest to Members
Reminders !!!!
Club Symposium Turning Southern Style XV
Turning Southern Style XV
GAW's 15th annual symposium will be held this year on Sept 18 - 20, 2009 at Unicoi State Park
and Lodge near Helen, GA. Featured turners include Bill Grumbine from Pennsylvania, Art
Liestman from British Columbia, and Al Stirt from Vermont. Also demonstrating will be Nick
Cook, Wes Jones, Joe Gettys, and Dave Barriger. Please visit the website for more info at
www.gawoodturner.org/symposium.shtml or contact Harvey Meyer at
symposium@gawoodturner.org.

Georgia National Fair in Perry, Ga. starting October 10. The deadline for entry is September 1,
2009. For those of you who have youths 10 - 18 years of age don't forget the youth program. Please
encourage them to start work on a piece to enter.

Georgia National Fair News
20th Annual Georgia National Fair
"20 Years of Georgia's Best"
Oct. 8-18, 2009
Hi Folks
Here is a sneak preview of entries at the fair.
Thanks to
Steve and Linda Pritchard, they spent Friday and Saturday checking work.
Here are a few of the over 100 pieces entered
When you go down to docent take this list be sure to check these items out
as well as those Phillip Mouldthroup think are the best.
Thanks to Steve and Linda
Fred
-----Original Message----From: Steve Pritchard [mailto:pritchsalt@comcast.net]
Sent: Saturday, September 12, 2009 11:35 AM
To: rfmorris@bellsouth.net
Subject: Fair entries as requested
This isn't a lot, but here's what I've done:
Tommy Roland brought an ornament stand that holds five 36 segment
ornaments which would have been enough for most people, but he raised
the bar by making an extra ornament (segmented of course) as a
structural element to hold the brass rods together.
Michael Gibson entered a large, elegant woodburned platter. You gotta see this one!
Wes Jones entered several pieces, including a large (16") boxelder grecian urn with several voids as
well as one of his signature "fish bowls" with enlaid mineral fish.
Normand Lavoie entered three stunning organic forms sporting his
signature mirror finish. The most spectacular piece, in my opinion, is
his "blue haze" piece that looks black until you see it in natural light
and it has a beautiful indigo blue background.
Niall Mathiason has entered several unique pieces that include artistic
hand made iron supports. One bowl hangs from it's iron support by
braided cords. Another piece has three bowls all supported by an iron

armature. Yet another is a leaf shape with an irong "stem". Yet another
is a deep hollowed "wing" form.
Charles Whittle entered several segmented pieces, both open and closed.
All have exceptional finishes and are spectacular pieces.

-steve

TIME IS NEAR!
Applications for your work is due into the fair Sept 1st
Turn for the work is Sept.11th and 12th
Remember 5 categories:
Bowls
Platters
Hollow forms
Segmented
Functional
Prize monies will be awarded for 4 places in each class
1st place $200.00
2nd
$150.00
$100.00
3rd
th
4
$50.00
There will be 2 merit awards for each category paying $50.00 each
This makes awards for 6 places

For more information go to :
www.nationalfair.com
Georgia living program
woodturning
I will send docent schedule on separate mailing
PLEASES GET YOUR WORK TOGETHER
Thanks,
Fred
2009 NC Woodturning Symposium.
October 23-25, 2009
Greensboro NC
On behalf of the NC Woodturning Symposium Board of Directors, we invite you to attend the 2009
NC Woodturning Symposium. The AAW chapters in North Carolina have joined forces to plan an
exceptional symposium including 17 international and regional demonstrators. Don’t miss out on
this unique opportunity! We look forward to meeting you in Greensboro.
*Demonstrators include*:
Allen Batty
Stewart Batty
Jimmy Clewes
Ray Key
Stewart Mortimer
Chris Ramsey
Nick Cook
John Jordan
With many more regional and local demonstrators planned.
*Demonstrator line up subject to change*
Please checkout and register on our website at www.northcarolinawoodturning.com
Vendor sign ups happening now. Space awarded on a first received, first awarded basis. Check
must be received to ensure your place in booth choice.
Don’t miss out on one of the most wonderful line-ups of demonstrators on the east coast in 2009.
Attendance in 07’ was 327 attendees, and 14 vendors. Our goal in 09’ is to achieve 400+ attendees,
and 20 vendors. We are asking vendors to donate to the raffle and auction if possible. Any
donations are accepted and your company will be announced during the banquet.

All questions should be directed to lbbunn3@hotmail.com.
Please checkout our website at www.northcarolinawoodturning.com
Newsletter input request
Roger Sword – Newsletter Editor
editor@gawoodturner.org
Any newsletter to be published is only as good as input received. Therefore, I solicit members input
(Articles, News items, suggestions, etc.) to make this newsletter serve GAW members as a form of
communication. I want woodturning articles, tips, product reviews and any other building blocks of
content that you may have to share. Contact the editor at the above email address

American Association of Woodturners News
www.woodturner.org
August 2009 AAW Board Letter
Message from Tom Wirsing

Dear AAW Members,
AAW Symposia, a Major Benefit, and lots of Fun!
Exciting member benefits:
NEW o Six issues of American Woodturner starting in 2010
NEW o Marketing opportunities on our website for artists, collectors and museums
NEW o Group rates for health and life insurance o Merchandise Discounts on AAW products
o Access to Educational Opportunity Grants o AAW Forum and Member-only Access on
www.woodturner.org o Juried exhibit opportunities o International AAW Woodturning Symposium
All of these are very valuable benefits. But if you measure the value of benefits by how much fun
they are, the AAW Symposium is the Winner!
The 2009 AAW Symposium was in June in Albuquerque, New Mexico, and it was really fun!
Nearly 1,300 woodturners participated. We had a great slate of world class demonstrators and
panelists, and hundreds of individual events. The Instant Gallery had nearly 1000 stunningly

beautiful woodturnings. Every major manufacturer of lathes, tools and turning accessories was
represented in the Trade Show. <
Three Exhibitions drew thousands of visitors. The Spouse Craft Room was a great success. The
Auction at the Banquet raised over $100,000, with net proceeds of $62,825 to benefit the
Educational Opportunity Grant program. Special Interest Night discussions included many subjects
of interest. And there was much more. All in all, it was great fun!
The 2010 AAW Symposium will be in Hartford, Connecticut June 18 - 20, 2010, and it will be just
as much fun as Albuquerque, if not more! We will have a great slate of demonstrators and panelists
again, including Hans Weissflog from Germany, Christian Delhon from France, Jimmy Clewes and
Joey Richardson from England, Glenn Lucas from Ireland, Graeme Priddle from New Zealand,
Michael Fortune from Canada, and a host of demonstrators from the USA, including Trent Bosch,
Cindy Drozda, Sharon Doughtie, Mark St. Leger, Peter Bloch, Peter Exton, Stephen Gleasner, John
Jordan, Michael Kehs, and more. The call for additional demonstrators is on the AAW web site. To
apply to be a demonstrator, visit the AAW web site at www.woodturner.org and submit an
application.
Hartford will be a wonderful venue, with a large percentage of the AAW membership within a day's
drive, exceptional facilities including the Connecticut Convention Center, many nearby hotels, and
a host of points of interest including historic sites, cultural and scenic venues, shopping and
restaurants. Don't miss it! It's going to be fun!
See you in Hartford! Where else can you meet and mingle with the greatest, friendliest, and most
sharing group of woodturners in the world?
Tom Wirsing
Tom
Chairperson, Symposium Planning Committee
tom@woodturner.org

July 2009 AAW Board Letter
Message from Bill Haskell

I'm writing this letter soon after returning from the Albuquerque symposium and a week's trip
throughout the picturesque Southwest. By all accounts, the symposium was very successful - it was
particularly pleasing to me to meet and talk with so many AAW members and woodturning friends
there. Afterwards, my wife and I had the pleasure of enjoying the enchantment of New Mexico and
the beauty of Arizona. Truly special and memorable times.
Nearly 1,300 people attended the Albuquerque 2009 symposium - thank you for your interest and
support! Ask any attendee to show you their 158-page Demonstrator Handout Book, which is

packed with program details and demonstration information, diagrams, and pictures - all in color.
This book provides a whole new level of information for those who attended because it's something
they can keep and refer to in the future. While they last, these books are for sale on the AAW
website.
This Handout Book, like so much of the symposium and other areas of the AAW, was made
possible by a volunteer. Hundreds of loyal AAW members worked at the symposium to pull it off
successfully. As an example, there were well over 225 volunteers who accomplished hundreds of
tasks, including registration, demonstration assistants and videographers, the Instant Gallery, youth
programs, merchandise sales, exhibitions room, auctioneers and supporting crew, and many other
areas. The host chapter, New Mexico Wood Turners, provided almost a third of the volunteers,
including spouses and friends as well as members. The local volunteers had already done a fantastic
job before the symposium by helping set up the conference center, gather tools for the
demonstrators, and prepare for registration. They also spent many hours at the conclusion cleaning
up, packing items to be shipped, and performing a multitude of additional tasks. A sincere and
hearty thanks to all who contributed their time and energy to the symposium and to all who give of
themselves in so many ways throughout the year to make the AAW such a successful program.
And of course, a very special thank you to the AAW staff who put in countless hours both before
and after the symposium, as well as long and challenging days during the conference! Your
Directors also worked tirelessly to plan and execute the symposium, and of course put out the many
"fires" that crop up in an undertaking like this.
At the symposium, the Spouse Craft Room was bigger and better than ever and it was greatly
enjoyed. Nine demonstrations were given throughout the three days including a quilt trunk show,
pressed flower greeting cards, wood carving, gourd art, beading, chain maille, weaving,
scrapbooking (digital and traditional), and machine knitting. In addition to the demos, the room
proved to be a great "meet and greet" space for people to work on their own projects. Thanks to the
leaders and "crafty" instructors that pulled this off.
As always, the EOG and POP auctions were a great success. The contributions made by both the
makers and the buyers are greatly appreciated - they will go a long way in making educational
grants and the POP program.
The Board of Directors met for several days before and after the symposium. Some of the more
noteworthy issues addressed and decisions made by your board are:
* The Nominating Committee presented their final selection of six well-qualified candidates for the
AAW Board of Directors election this fall. * The upcoming fall election of new board members will
be done only on paper ballots, discontinuing the use of electronic AAW website ballots. * Director
Linda VanGehuchten was replaced by Al Hockenbery. * The journal editor's decision to remove the
stylized portion of the AAW logo from the American Woodturner cover for reasons of artistic and
layout simplicity was discussed and supported. * A final decision was made to publish six
American Woodturner journals a year starting in 2010. * The AAW Board agonized over how to
deal with increasing AAW operating costs and the additional cost of producing two more Journals a
year. Raising the annual membership fee was considered and debated. In recognition of the current
economic environment and the number of members on fixed income, the decision was reached to
raise the basic membership fee by only $3. This may not be enough to cover next year's higher
expenses, but the board is taking on the challenge of trying to make it work.
We thank you for your continued support and look forward to an ever-growing and prospering
woodturning program.

Bill Haskell, President American Association of Woodturners
AAW Websites
woodturner.org
galleryofwoodart.org
Chapter News
Local Chapter emails will continue to develop and expand as a tool for the AAW as well as the
Local Chapters. You will notice links to current events on the AAW website.
LOCAL CHAPTER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Chair Dale Larson called the meeting to order at 9:45 a.m. and introduced the Board of Directors
members; Bill Haskell, Cassandra Speier, Tom Wirsing, Jean LeGwin, Frank Amigo, Malcolm
Tibbetts, Executive Director Mary Lacer, and AAW Office Administrator Linda Ferber to the
Chapter representatives present. Dale explained that the goal is to increase communication between
the AAW and its Local Chapters.
Dale provided some interesting facts: The AAW is a growing organization. There are 13,077
members worldwide, 12,248 members in the United States, and 12 new local chapters have been
formed so far this year. Symposium attendance for this year is nearly 1,300. There will be
approximately 1,000 attendees at the Symposium's banquet this year.
Dale Larsons next topic: Regional Local Chapters and problems communicating with the AAW
Board. Ideas included: All 310 Chapter Presidents to have a council to bring questions/issues to the
Board. Have Local Chapter Presidents collect local members' information to be passed along to the
Board.
Dale asked if there was any interest in having some sort of a Regional Presidents Council, or a
Local Chapter Presidents Council to increase communication? There seemed to be good agreement
for this idea, however, a member suggested that adding a Presidents Council would create yet
another duty for the Chapter Presidents. They'd have to meet at some point, and it's possible that
some Presidents can't cover the meeting's travel expenses.
Another idea suggested was to create a forum or blog on the internet to communicate. It could be
done on the AAW forum or blog with a moderator and be a virtual organization, not a physical one.
That may be the modern way to solve the problem instead of traveling. Telephone conference calls
are another option for people who don't like computers.
Dale Larson and the Board were pleased with the Local Chapter input and discussion. Watch for
further updates and progress on communications. Dale is working with Ed Davidson, our
webmaster, to figure out how to best run the blog with local chapter presidents. The Chapters
Presidents meeting agreed that physical meetings of the presidents was phyically and financially not
do-able. If you have suggestions or comments please contact Dale Larson.
The board set up a committee to work on a survey of the membership. We hope to have it out by the
end of this year. It will be a chance to learn about our current members and what they would like to
see from AAW.
CALL FOR DEMONSTRATORS
If you or any of your club members are interested in demonstrating at the AAWs 2010 Symposium
in Hartford, CT, the application deadline is October 15th. This is the AAWs largest annual event

and generally attracts in excess of 1,200 woodturners. Watch for the announcement on the AAW
website for complete instructions to submit your application and photos using our FTP site. For
more information or assistance, please contact the AAW offices at inquiries@woodturner.org or
651-484-9094.
SYMPOSIUM PHOTOS Please check out the hundreds of pictures of Symposium activies.
TEACHING GUIDE
At the last Board meeting Mary Lacer recommended the Teaching Woodturning Basics instruction
guide be converted into a PDF and put on the members-only section for current AAW members as a
free download. Bill Haskell administered a voice vote. All were in favor. Motion was approved
unanimously. The Board agreed that this will be a nice membership benefit. The PDF is now on the
website. To access this free download log in with your member information from the home page
and select the Downloadable Articles and Resources from the menu on the left. Then select
Keyword Search of all Articles, enter Teaching Woodturning Basic and press search. The article
will be listed and ready for you to download.
CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS AAW is developing a marketing plan to cover all aspects of our
organization. We are looking for someone with expertise and experience in the marketing field.
John Buso is also looking for someone with expertise and experience in the insurance industry to
serve on the insurance committee.
Please forward this message on to your Local Chapter members and have them contact Mary Lacer
if they are interested in helping AAW promote woodturning.
LOCAL CHAPTER NEWSLETTERS
We would like to share the Local Chapter Newsletters.
This link is to Montgomery County Woodturners website newsletter. They are the first place
winners in this years newsletter contest. Also check out their home page for photos of the awards
ceremony at the AAW Albuquerque Symposium.
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
To add your event or demonstration to the calendar of events please email, details to Linda Ferber.
SEPTEMBER 12-13 "11th Annual Rocky Mountain Woodturning Symposium," Loveland,
Colorado
SEPTEMBER 18-20 "Turning Southern Style XV," Unicoi State Park Lodge near Helen, Georgia
OCTOBER 23-25 Greensboro, NC Woodturning Symposium
OCTOBER 16-18 "Turning 2009" biennial Symposium of the Ohio Valley Woodturners Guild.
SEPTEMBER 14 - DECEMBER 21 "Spirit of the Southwest" Annual juried member exhibit, this
year with a focus on Southwestern themes. Gallery of Wood Art, Landmark Center, St. Paul, MN
Navigation for AAW Website
AAW Membership online
AAW New Shopping Cart
2009 Symposium Photos
Gallery of Wood Art
Contact Information
For your Local Chapter events or topics of interest please send information to:
Dale Larson or Linda Ferber

www.woodturner.org www.galleryofwoodart.org inquiries@woodturner.org

A message from Jean LeGwin with the AAW
I am asking for your participation in our journal American Woodturner. The journal offers many
things packaged neatly between two paper covers: it records our history, showcases our work,
discusses techniques and tools for producing our work, offers us projects to improve our skills, and
critiques the work of our professionals. It is a large and complex undertaking to try and satisfy our
diverse membership.
Our journal is a member driven publication and is dependent on your participation not just as a
reader, but also as a contributor. We welcome your input in creating content that represents interests
of all segments of the membership. If you do not see the type of articles or work that you think
should be included in the journal, please write and let Betty Scarpino or a board member know.
Better yet, write an article yourself on a subject that is near and dear to you. If you believe that you
are not a writer, partner with someone who can work with you to put your thoughts and ideas on
paper. That person may be your spouse, a friend, or another club member. If you have a project that
you have developed, or a technique you would like to share, take some step-by-step photos of your
process and write a set of instructions that will allow others to do the same. Here is a link that
explains what you need to do to provide.
If you have an idea you would like to discuss with Betty before you proceed, she can be reached by
clicking here. She will be happy to talk with you about how you might translate your idea into a
publishable piece.
Finally, many of us have made a jig to make a task easier, stumbled on a shortcut to speed up
production, found interesting storage solutions for tools and other turning paraphernalia, made tools
for a particular task, and discovered general tips to help us in our shops and with our turning. You
get the idea. Please share those with the rest of us in our Tips section. Send your email tip to John
Lucas or by snail mail at or 529 1st Avenue North, Baxter, TN 38544. You may be rewarded with
seeing it in print and a check for $35.
Journal Resources
For those of you who are looking for more projects, I’d like to remind you that the AAW has some
wonderful project books available with projects for all skill levels. Five books are now available
covering the period from 1987–2004. Check out the contents of the individual books through this
link

Like a bargain? Have a look at the American Woodturner back issue collection on CD. Every issue
of the journal from 1986 to 2006 is available on the three-CD set. They contain an amazing amount
of very useful information on tool making, projects of all types, techniques, articles on design, and
much, much more. Each CD has a searchable PDF index that let’s you find a listing; click on any
index entry and the article opens to that page. It makes finding that project you need incredibly
easy. Everything is also printable so you can print the pages you need and take out to the shop. At
$32 each, you can have all the major articles from American Woodturner at your fingertips. Here’s
the link for more information.
Call for 2010 Demonstrators Interested in demonstrating at the AAW's 2010 symposium? Watch for
announcements in the journal and on the website. The 2010 symposium, to be held in Hartford, CT
is the AAW's largest annual event and generally attracts more than 1,000 woodturners. For more
information contact the AAW offices at 651-484-9094 or email.
Membership Survey The AAW is considering putting out a survey to the membership. What areas
of concern would you like to see addressed in a survey. We can discuss ideas at the membership
meeting or email them to Dale Larson.
Chapter Collaborative I would encourage you to think ahead to next year and organize your local
chapter members to participate in the Chapter Collaborative turning project for the symposium. It
can take time to come up with an idea, draw up the plans and coordinate the turning. The rewards
are amazing. It can really bring a local chapter together. The project encourages creativity and
comraderie. And you get to vote on the best of the show at the symposium.
Call for Volunteer AAW is developing a marketing plan to cover all aspects of our organization.
We are looking for someone with expertise and experience in the marketing field. Please forward
this message on to your local chapter members and have them contact Mary Lacer if they are
interested in helping AAW promote woodturning.
Gallery of Wood Art
We are currently exhibiting "CODAchrome A Snapshot of Craft in America" which will continue
through August 7, 2009. This is a selection of art and fine craft works in many media: fiber, wood,
ceramics, jewelry, paper and more. This exhibit celebrates the work being done by the many craft
associations, schools, galleries and guilds that provide support, education and exposure to artists.
Learn more at www.codacraft.org
The "Spindles" exhibit is closing and being packed to travel to the Albuquerque symposium where
items will be placed in the POP auction. At the symposium "Spirit of the Southwest" will be
exhibited. From there it will travel to our Gallery of Wood Art, showing September 14th to
December 21st.
Navigation for AAW Website
2009 Symposium Information
Chapter Collaborative
Return to the Community
AAW Membership online
AAW New Shopping Cart
Gallery of Wood Art

Contact Information
For your local chapter events or topics of interest please send information to:
Dale Larson or Linda Ferber

DVD/Video Tape Library
The Georgia Association of Woodturners (GAW) has instructional videos available for rental before
each GAW meeting. A full list of the videos is shown on our website. Only members may rent
tapes and DVDs. Rentals are $2.00 per month. Rentals are limited to 2 tapes or DVDs per month,
and the items must be returned the following month. Late fees of $2.00 per month will be assessed
for each item not returned on time. New titles are being added every month!

Woodturning Schools
The following schools in the Southeast offer classes in woodturning, as well as other arts and crafts.
Check out their websites to see the scheduled course offerings.
John C. Campbell Folk School www.folkschool.org
Arrowmont School of Arts & Crafts www.arrowmont.org
Highland Woodworking www.highlandwoodworking.com
Appalachian Center for Crafts www.tntech.edu/craftcenter
Dogwood Institute School of Fine Woodworking www.dogwoodwoodworking.com

Woodturning Instructors
The following GAW club members give private woodturning instruction in their own shops.
Contact them for more information.
Frank Bowers
fcbowrs@aol.com
Phil Colson
pcolson@mindspring.com
404 518-4925
404 292-1107
Nick Cook
nickcook@earthlink.net
www.nickcookwoodturner.com
770 421-1212
Bob Grant
robertmgrant@bellsouth.net
770 331-1941
Wes Jones
wwjones@comcast.net
770 972-6803
Jack Morse
jack@artistic-turnings.com
770 962-7260
Peggy Schmid
schmidgodfrey@bellsouth.net
678 947-4562
Mark Sillay
barmark@comcast.net
404 556-1736
Hal Simmons
simmonsh@mindspring.com
770 381-6764

This newsletter is published monthly by the Georgian Association of Woodturners, (GAW). All
opinions expressed by contributors do not necessarily reflect those of the Editor, Officers, or the
GAW.

Woodturning Schools and Instructors listed in this Newsletter are not recommended or endorsed by
the GAW, but are made available to the GAW members and others as a convenience only.
Your GAW questions, comments and suggestions are always welcome. You may contact any
officer through our website's contact webpage: www.gawoodturner.org/contact.shtml

